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PRESERVE HIGHLIGHTS

The Fernald Preserve, which
Is located on 1,050 acres in
northwest Hamilton County,
was established following
the cleanup and ecological
restoration of the former
Fernald uranium foundry.

Plant Profile

The second largest man-made wetlands in Ohio were
created as part of the restoration efforts at the Fernald
Preserve. Pond muck from well-established off-site
wetlands was brought in to inoculate several of these
wetlands. Seeds, rhizomes, and macroinvertebrates in
the muck helped establish a well-balanced ecosystem.
Although the fragrant water lily (Nymphaea odorata)
was not a part of the original restoration wetland plant
list, it's a good example of how native plants establish
themselves in conducive environments.

The $14 million ecological restoration
incorporated native plants and grasses that
were identified in an 1819 land survey. The
current landscape features 400 acres of
woodlots, 327 acres of prairie, 140 acres of
open water and wetlands, and 33 acres of
savanna. A diverse array of wildlife is already
well established at the preserve and we are on
schedule to open to the public in June 2008.

The Blackpoll Warbler sometimes stops at the Fernald
Preserve on its migratory route. The trip from its Alaskan

breeding grounds to Brazil could be over
4,500 miles.




Legacy Management

Goals

Goal 1

Protect human health and
the environment through
effective and efficient
long-term surveillance and
maintenance.

Goal 2

Preserve, protect, and make
accessible legacy records
and information.

Goal 3

Support an effective

and efficient work force
structured to accomplish
Departmental missions and
assure contractor worker
pension and medical
benefits.

Goal 4

Manage legacy land
and assets, emphasizing
protective real and
personal property reuse
and disposition.

Goal 5

Improve program
effectiveness through
sound management.

Legacy Management's Misson:
To manage the Department'’s post-
closure responsibilities and ensure
the future protection of human
health and the environment.
Legacy Management has control
and custody for legacy land,
structures, and facilities and

s responsible for maintaining
them at levels consistent with
Departmental long-term plans.

Fun Fact &

Meeting the Mission &

Goal 1: The site's first major erosion control
project was recently undertaken in the former
Waste Pits Area. This project was unique in
that it involved the return of heavy equipment
that was last seen on site during the closing
days of cleanup. Erosion gullies developed in
several drainage channels between basins that
were created when the six former waste pits
were remediated. In addition to correcting the
initial erosion problems, the work will increase
the amount of water flowing into one of the
largest basins. Surface water in this basin
provides a direct recharge of clean water into
the Great Miami Aquifer, which in turn speeds
up groundwater remediation. Restoration
personnel removed a culvert between two
basins. The new channel that was created

is approximately 12 inches lower than the
original pipe. The new channel was seeded
and lined with erosion control matting. Soil
removed during excavation operations was
used as fill to improve drainage in other
areas. Additional erosion control projects

will take place next year in the former
Production Area, the Borrow Area, and the
Southern Waste Units.

A pair of Northern Harriers have made their way south from Canada and will likely be
spending the winter near the Fernald Preserve. The large birds are easily recognized by
a low graceful flight, white rump, and a wing span over 40 inches. They belong to the
raptor group and feed on small birds and mammals found in open wetlands, meadows,

and grasslands.
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PRESERVE HIGHLIGHTS

As a community asset, the Fernald Preserve will foster
wildlife habitat and provide educational opportunities
through environmental stewardship.

Community Relations &

The Fernald Preserve is a unique resource used by numerous
small groups. Even though the grounds are not open on a

daily basis, requests for guided tours are increasing. More

than 20 tours have been conducted in the last 3 months. Tour
participants have included students and teachers from Miami
University and the University of Cincinnati, local birders, a
wildflower organization, and a hiking club. We've also taken our
show on the road to gatherings such as an environmental event
held at Procter & Gamble Miami Valley Laboratories, to present
the Fernald story to a variety of groups.

The Fernald Preserve maintains an active public outreach
program with schools, local elected officials, conservation
organizations, and other stakeholder groups. If your
organization would like to learn more about the Fernald
Preserve or tour the site, please contact Sue Walpole

at (513) 648-4026.

E-mail fernald@LM.doe.gov if you would like to receive this
quarterly newsletter electronically.






